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My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

This is not the Grace Notes article I wanted to write for my first Easter here. I wanted to be joyful, and celebratory. I 

wanted to talk about Holy Week Services, and sunrise services, and having breakfast together. However, it looks 

more and more like these things are not going to happen, at least not in the way any of us have ever experienced 

before. This makes me feel down. I identify with the end of the Maundy Thursday readings, Psalm 22. I feel a little 

forsaken, alone, out of joint. It feels like things are not right. I guess this is how the disciples of Jesus felt during that 

first Holy Week. Things were changing all around them. They went from Hail Hosanna to Crucify him in the blink 

of an eye. Their whole world turned upside down, and Good Friday probably felt like the last nail in the coffin of 

everything they knew. I bet they felt forsaken, and alone and out of joint too.  

But in the midst of that grief and chaos the sun came up on the third day. In the middle of crisis, the sun came up on 

the third day. In the middle of sickness and death, the sun came up on the third day. In the middle of God’s people 

trying to find a new normal, the sun came up and the stone was rolled away, and the women proclaimed, “Christ is 

Risen!!” Into this I say, “He is Risen Indeed!” 

I think, in so many ways, we never get the Easter we want or imagine because there is always some crisis or another. 

Usually they are small ones; we get burned mac and cheese, or the kids get their Easter clothes dirty before we get to 

church. We get black jelly beans in our basket and we only like pink ones. We get someone is sick, or the car broke 

down. Even Jesus had minor crisis and wasn’t able to celebrate with his disciples because they had all run away or 

still thought he was dead.  

Even though Easter is never what we want or imagine, it breaks in on us like a sunrise that any world crisis cannot 

stop. Easter is not stopped by viruses or relief bills stalled in government, it is not stopped by ICU’s filled to 

capacity. Easter is not even threatened by these things. Easter is life in spite of death, wholeness out of brokenness, 

light in dark times. Easter is hope and promise. Easter is God’s loving action for a world that can be obsessed with 

death and crisis, an action of mercy and grace that frees us all from our unhealthy obsessions with death and crisis.  

Easter is coming even if you and I do not gather face to face in a certain building at a certain time. Easter is coming 

because Christ chose to die for us, and death could not stop him or keep him, or prevent him from rising.  

Easter is coming. 

Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

Pastor Meredith Williams 

mailto:pastor@graceandglory.org
mailto:admin@graceandglory.org
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March Leadership Team Meeting 

 

The Leadership Team (LT) monthly meeting was held on March 16, 2020. Due to rising concerns of 

transmission of the COVID-19 virus, members were given the option to attend in person or participate remotely. 

 

Pastor Williams expressed gratitude for the grace and compassion showed to her and her family as they cared 

for and grieved her mother-in-law, Pat, through her dying process and passing. Pastor reported that, in addition 

to providing regular pastoral care, a great deal of her time is now focused on dealing with COVID-19 issues. 

 
President McCloud expressed importance of, now more than ever, our need to stay connected as a faith 

community and continue to support and sustain our ministries. 

 

The Finance Team reported concern that the general fund was down by $700 in February, although still up for 

the year because of front-loaded January donations; the building fund was also down by nearly $2,100. Overall 

revenue is up from last year but is still not sufficient to cover budgeted expenses. Efforts are being made to 

reduce expenses and will be further explored in response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

After earlier vetoing Finance Team participation in this year’s Audit Team, the LT reconsidered and concluded 

that, since the audit team is an analytical and advisory body only, does not participate directly in financial 

transactions, and has valuable insights to provide, it would be beneficial for a Finance Team member to 

participate in the audit, but not as chair. Thus, it was decided this year’s Audit Team will include Paul 

Crowther, Carol Parsons, Chris Sterner, and Paula Tomko. 

 

Ministry Summary:  The following ministry topics were discussed and/or decided: 

• The first soup supper was a success and well attended (68 people) but, unfortunately, due to the now-

ongoing imperative for social distancing, the remaining soup suppers were cancelled. 

• In lieu of holding confirmation camp at Caroline Furnace, Pastor is considering the Kairos faith 

formation event for youth, scheduled to take place at Roanoke College the last full week of June. 

• The ministry team reorganization and stewardship/ministry fair events are still being planned but are 

postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Feeding Fluvanna Day planning is continuing with the hope that pandemic-imposed social distancing 

will no longer be necessary by September. 

• New hymnals arrived but their use, as well as other matters relating to regular worship gathering, are 

also on hold as long as virtual worship is necessary. 

• Lumber for building the pavilion table/bench units arrived and was stacked for curing until such time as 

that project resumes. 

• Social Justice and Outreach is looking at prioritizing their ministries and working on how to continue 

IHS food packing while maintaining social distancing. 

• The AA group that uses Grace and Glory meeting space will be advised their use of the interior of the 

building is suspended during the pandemic. A request from a local pastor for use of meeting space will 

also be held in abeyance until the building is open for use again. 

• New contracts were approved for the Director of Music and the Handbell Choir Director. 

• While it is uncertain whether Synod Assembly will take place as June 12th-13th, two youth 

representatives and two potential adult representatives were identified. 

 

COVID-19 Response Planning:  Taking into account guidance from the Virginia Synod and the Centers for 

Disease Control, the LT explored how the pandemic and social distancing will affect Grace and Glory 

Ministries, and the following were discussed and/or decided: 

• Grace and Glory will immediately close the building for all but minimal staff purposes and discontinue 

in-person worship and face-to-face meetings for 8 weeks, until May17, subject to further suspension if 

necessary. 



• It is imperative to continue our fellowship community and worship. For the first week we will live 

broadcast the regular 10:30 worship service via Facebook FaceTime, manned by a voluntary “skeleton 

crew,” and offer the eucharist via a separate drive-in worship service. That will be evaluated, and a 

different approach will be pursued if necessary. [Note: based on strong Synod advice, the LT later, and 

with great regret, decided to suspend offering the eucharist.] 

• Musicians and choir members will be contacted for a very few volunteers to lead worship; however, 

there will be no practices. 

• Pastor Williams will lead a corona virus task group to track status of the pandemic, especially its local 

impact, assess its affect on ministry activities (with input from ministry teams), and identify issues for 

leadership consideration. 

• Cohesion and support as a community of believers is vital and LT members will make direct contacts 

with all members of the congregation to (1) learn who is most at risk and in need of support, find out 

how they are doing and what kind of help people may need, (2) identify low-risk people who are 

willing/able to help others, (3) inform them of how worship and other matters are being handled, (4) 

reinforce importance of continuing financial support, and (5) provide personalized contact and identify 

people who need more extensive pastoral care. 

• A series of communications to the congregation will be made informing them of decisions made, 

worship plans, giving options and the like. 

• To provide support to members who are impacted by loss of income by the pandemic, the LT will 

monitor the news for word on government stimulus packages or relief bills and seek other sources of 

relief that may be available. 

• Finance Team provided advice on monetary implications of COVID-19’s impact. By employing some 

cost-savings, the minimum income needed to keep the church running and pay full salaries is $20,102 

per month. As part of that savings, the 1st quarter synod tithe will be deferred to a later date. Discussions 

are underway with staff about the possibility of reducing hours and/or pay if needed due to the 

anticipated decline in giving. 

• In the coming week, Pastor Wertz of the Virginia Synod will be consulted for stewardship guidance. At 

the end of March, members will be provided a quarterly pledge-fulfillment update and will be given 

additional advice on various alternative means of making donations. 
 

A full transcript of the meeting proceedings is available in the church office or by contacting the secretary. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rosann Hill, Secretary 

 

Older Wiser Lutherans Seniors (OWLS) 
 

There will be no meetings or trips for OWLS 

during April and May. 
 

Linda Beaudoin  

 

April Birthdays 
 

Wyatt Wills ...................... 04/02 

Mason Brennan ................ 04/05 

Rowen Wills .................... 04/09 

Annemarie Maki .............. 04/10 

Linda Beaudoin ............... 04/11 

Linda Candea ................... 04/11 

Robert Wilson Jr. ............. 04/13 

Paul Hokanson ................. 04/27 

 

Grace Notes Newsletter Input 
 

If you have any information that should be placed in the newsletter, please submit the material to LeRoy Moyer 

this month at Lee_Helen@embarqmail.com. The next newsletter deadline is April 24. 

 

Sunday Attendance 
      8:30 AM                10:30 AM                TOTAL 

March 1 10 46 56 

March 8 12 49 61 

March 15 10 34 44 

March 22 N/A N/A N/A 

March 29 N/A N/A N/A 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Last month I implored you during this Lenten season to get the message out to the Chreasters, those twice-a-

year Christians, aka Christmas-and-Easter Christians, holiday Christians, CEO (Christmas Easter Only) 

Christians. I went on to say that it is just as important to reach the COO Christians (Comes Only Occasionally). 

It is so important because Easter will be the highest attended day of the year. But that was all before Covid 19 / 

Coronavirus really started to impact our Nation, our Commonwealth, and our County. What a difference a 

month makes. It’s here!  It is changing all of our lives in every way imaginable. But as one member pointed out 

to me it is also a great opportunity. This health crisis represents the greatest opportunity for our Church to 

witness our faith and our mission of being love in action. But how do we do that?   
 

Perhaps we could look at our community like one of those Russian nesting dolls, known as Matryoshka 

or Babushka dolls. They’re those wooden dolls of decreasing size placed one inside another. Matryoshkas are 

often considered as metaphors. One such metaphor is the onion metaphor. If the outer layer is peeled off an 

onion, a similar onion exists within. What is our outer layer?  Is it love in action? Is there a similar layer below?   

Is it stopping to consider during this time of crisis not only our family, friends and neighbors, but the strangers 

in our community as well?  Can we peel back the layers of the onion to reveal the Christ that resides within each 

and every one of us?  We have such an opportunity. Seize it in any way you can. There are so many ways you 

can witness. Offer to pick up groceries our medications for a friend or neighbor. Give someone a ride to the 

doctor’s office. Don’t forget that while the church is physically closed the food bank is still open. Call a friend 

or neighbor?  Just be there for someone while maintaining your social distance. Reveal your inner Christ, the 

risen Christ that is the inner doll. We still have the opportunity to make this the highest attended day of the 

Christian calendar. That attendance may be a virtual attendance on Easter Sunday, or it could be one day’s 

witness accumulated over 40 days, or better yet both. 
 

Peace, hope, and health. 

J. Patrick McCloud 

Congregation President 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 
 

Luke 17: 20 & 21 -- One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When will the Kingdom of God begin?”  Jesus replied, 

“The Kingdom of God isn’t ushered in with visible signs. You won’t be able to say, ‘It has begun here in this 

place or there in that part of the country’. For the Kingdom of God is within you.”   
 

We again experience another Lenten season in the church, and our attention is focused upon the Crucifixion, the 

Resurrection, and the Ascension. This is a central aspect of our Christian Faith. However, I believe at times that 

it can present us with a very real distraction. From our earliest teachings in the church we are told to seek to 

find our way to Heaven after death, which is in some far-off place. And there we will be with God who also is 

quite distant. This futuristic occurrence will take place someday (if we follow all the rules and do the right 

things), but what about the here and now? 
 

What then might we think that Jesus meant when he said, “for the Kingdom of God is within you”?  I believe 

that Jesus refers to a Presence of Divinity within each of us which we have referred to as the Holy Spirit. But in 

order to experience this Presence, we must work to develop an Awareness that creates within a Christ 

Consciousness that motivates and guides our actions in this life. This then leads us to an experience of Heaven 

on Earth.  
 

Prayer -- Good and gracious God, be with us in our spiritual journey as we work to develop an Awareness of 

your Presence within. Let us then use that Awareness to guide our actions and let the light of your Presence 

shine through us. May it serve as inspiration for those with whom we come into relationship daily. In Jesus 

name. Amen 
 

Submitted by Joe Shaver 



April 2020 
Because of the Corona Virus the Church is closed so please call and leave a 

message if you need to see the Pastor or Liz who are working from home. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

10:30am – FB Live or 

Drive-In Service 

 

30 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

31 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

6:30pm – AA Meeting 

1 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

7:00pm – Drive-In 

Service 

2 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

3 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

4 

 

5 

10:30am – FB Live or 

Drive-In Service 

 

6 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

7 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

6:30pm – AA Meeting 

8 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

7:00pm – Drive-In 

Service 

9 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

10 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

11 

 

12 

10:30am – FB Live or 

Drive-In Service 

 

13 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

14 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

6:30pm – AA Meeting 

15 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

7:00pm – Drive-In 

Service 

16 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

17 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

18 

 

19 

10:30am – FB Live or 

Drive-In Service 

 

20 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

21 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

6:30pm – AA Meeting  

22 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

7:00pm – Drive-In 

Service 

23 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

24 

Grace Notes 

Submissions Due 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

25 

 

26 

10:30am – FB Live or 

Drive-In Service 

 

27 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

28 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

6:30pm – AA Meeting 

29 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

7:00pm – Drive-In 

Service 

30 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

1 

9am – 12pm –Liz 

Layne online 

 

2 

 

Remember: The most up-to-date information and details about events listed is available on our website calendar at www.graceandglory.church. If 

you have a need for the office or additional information that should be included on the calendar, please send the information to Liz Layne at 

admin@graceandglory.org, or call her at 434-589-2217. 

 

http://www.graceandglory.church/
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