
Grace Notes 
      September 2020 Newsletter of 

Grace and Glory Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 AM  

on Facebook Live & Drive-In Service  

683 Thomas Jefferson Parkway 

Palmyra, VA 

Pastor Meredith Williams 

Home Phone 1-434-510-7435 

Cell Phone: 1-434-334-8536 

Email: pastor@graceandglory.org 

G&G Office Phone: (434) 589-2217 

G&G E-mail: admin@graceandglory.org 

Website: www.graceandglory.church 

 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I am sitting here writing to you on our anniversary. Sunday you all congratulated me on my anniversary, but 

it is our anniversary. We are rejoicing that we have lived out our calling together for a year. I am still going 

through all of the wonderful cards and savoring the cake. Thank you for everything you have done for me 

and my family this past year. I look forward to our next year together and hope fervently that next year we 

will celebrate in person. 

 

I am also excited that we are going to try again to have our outdoor, socially distant, in person, worship 

service with Holy Communion on Sunday September 6, at 9:30 am in the pavilion. Hopefully, the 

weather will cooperate that day and remember, face masks are required. I know some of us are keen to 

worship in person, and some of us are ready for Holy Communion, and some of us are not at all ready to do 

anything in person yet. The worship service will still be broadcast on Facebook Live, and on the radio for 

those who want to stay a little farther apart (or just in the air conditioning of their car).  

 

Please understand, we are not going to outdoor worship every week. The Leadership Team wants to evaluate 

how this goes, and what the virus is doing in our area before we hold another in person outdoor worship 

service. We are testing the waters, so to speak. If you are unable to attend the worship service but would like 

to receive Holy Communion in a socially distant and safe way, please contact me, your pastor. I will try my 

best to find a way to bring Holy Communion to you in a way that makes you feel comfortable.  

 

I know that none of us ever expected this to be the way we were going to be worshiping a year ago when I 

began this journey with you all. I certainly didn’t. But God has given us to one another to help one another 

through this trying time. This is what we are living in, a trying time. It will not last forever, and we will not 

be the same when it is over, but we will go through it together. This is part of God’s grace to us, that we have 

a community, a family to help us through the trying times. Thanks be to God for that. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Meredith Williams 
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mailto:admin@graceandglory.org
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Leadership Team Summary 

 

The Leadership Team (LT) monthly meeting was held via Zoom on August 17, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Meredith asked again that we consider having an outdoor-in-person service with Holy 

Communion. Pastor also reported that she will be participating in Synod-sponsored training in September. Pastor 

is ready to resume home visits in September and to deliver communion packets assuming recommended safe 

practices are employed.  

 

President’s Comments: Pat gratefully noted the continued faithfulness of our members despite the restraints due 

to Covid19. He challenged the group to keep our worship fresh and seek other opportunities for members to serve. 

We need volunteers to host the Facebook broadcasts of the Sunday service.  

 

Finance Report  

The Finance Team reported that General Fund offerings exceeded expenses by $1,972 while the Building Fund 

fell short by $1,499. Pastor Meredith remarked that she had never experienced a July in which offerings covered 

expenses. Finance Chair Chris Sterner is waiting for direction from our bank (Atlantic Union) to apply for 

forgiveness of the PPP loan.  

 

Old Business: 

Mark Davis, a friend of Pastor Meredith, has proposed planting a living flower mural and labyrinth on the paved 

side of the church. It would be sunflowers in the shape of a chalice and a 70-foot square labyrinth of wildflowers. 

He is donating the sunflower seed and his labor. The project was tentatively approved pending a final cost estimate 

review from the Property Team. 

   

Chris and Colleen Sterner supervised the COVID 19 Testing Drive-thru event in our parking lot and reported that 

it was well organized but ended early due to storms. They estimated 40-50 people were tested.  

 

The Pavilion speakers donated by Marj Schurmann in memory of her husband Roy are operational. Thanks to 

Mike Montgomery for the installation.  

 

Anticipating a move from Century Link to Comcast, Comcast ran a line to the church today, but we still need 

boxes and hook up. 

  

It was agreed that weather permitting we will have outdoor worship in the pavilion on Sunday, Sept. 6 at 9:30 

a.m. We have 100 prefilled individual communion packets that will be available for those who wish to partake. 

There will be music. Masks will be required. Logistics of communion distribution are being worked out.  

 

Colleen Sterner reported that the Social Ministry team has $120 left from last year’s immigrant project which 

could be used for personal care kits that are being collected by LWR. There were no objections.  

 

The draft of the 2019 Annual Audit revealed that the problems from 2018 have been corrected and that bills are 

being paid on time.  

  

Rosann Hill drafted a revised Policy and Procedure and Application Form regarding church property use. A copy 

will be sent to LT members tonight with instructions to respond, edit or approve by Thursday.  

 

Dave Wirth will be reaching out to the Congregation for volunteers regarding Feeding Fluvanna following next 

week’s meeting.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

J. Patrick McCloud, President 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Last month I wrote to you about how your generosity matters. How we as a Congregation continue to support 

those in Fluvanna County who are food insecure. September is the month of the Virginia Synod’s annual Week 

of Service. This year the 8th Annual Virginia Synod Week of Service (September 13-19) coincides with “God’s 

Work, Our Hands” Sunday, the ELCA Day of Service on September 13, 2020. As church and a Congregation, 

we are guided by our life in Christ to share the love of Jesus and serve our neighbors.  

 

Whether it is food donations, quilts, school supplies, personal care kits, etc., there is always a need, and the need 

is great. Acts of service can be done online, or they can be done while maintaining a safe physical distance. Rather 

than a day or week of service, Grace & Glory celebrates a month of service. This month I would encourage you 

to participate in any way you can. Dave Wirth would welcome your participation with Feeding Fluvanna. Wayne 

Carney can always use help collecting food for the food bank. Colleen Sterner would love to hear from you 

regarding your thoughts on how we can ‘up our game’ as far as our outreach to the Community. There are so 

many ways we can serve. You could prepare a nutritious food for a meal program. Help clean up a park or 

playground. Brighten the day of a friend or relative with a visit or call to an assisted living center. Pick up groceries 

for a neighbor. Drive a neighbor to a doctor’s appointment or pick up a prescription. The Pandemic may have 

changed the way we worship and serve, but it has not changed our mission. Now more than ever we need to be 

‘love in action’.  

 

Peace, Hope, and Health to you all. 

J. Patrick McCloud - Congregation President 

 

 
WOMEN AT GRACE AND GLORY/A Women of the ELCA Unit 

 

Fall Women’s Bible Study  
 

Our fall bible study will begin on Wednesday, September 16th at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. This study is entitled, 

“Holy Time” and is located in the September issue of the Gather magazine. You may pick up a copy of the Gather 

magazine in the church lobby. 

  

Tuesday STOP and PRAY at Noon 
 

Please join the Women of the ELCA across our many synods and around the world in prayer, wherever you are, 

Tuesdays at noon. We are encouraged to meditate on God’s word, offer prayers, and reflect on our self-care and 

the care of others during this COVID time. It is comforting to know that women of faith are joining in prayer at 

the same time together. Mark your calendar or set a reminder on your phone for every Tuesday at noon to stop 

and pray with your sisters-in-Christ.  

 

Submitted by JoAnn Fawley 

 

September Birthdays 
 

 

Rachael Huddle ............... 09/01 

Carol Sanders .................. 09/03 

Tamara Brown ................ 09/08 

Sammy Brown ................ 09/14 
 

Ned Long ......................... 09/14 

JoAnn Fawley .................. 09/23 

Emma Pittman .................. 09/26 

 



Quilting News and Personal Care Kits Update 
 

Ten (10) quilts were assembled, sewn and quilted over the past year by our talented and dedicated quilters at 

Grace and Glory. The quilts were on display and dedicated during the church service on August 9th. That same 

Sunday an announcement was made to begin an urgent collection of personal care kits the next two Sundays 

August 16 and August 23. The amazing members of Grace and Glory graciously and quickly responded to this 

urgent need by donating 47 personal care kits and $150 in shipping costs. These kits were delivered with the quilts 

to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse the last week in August. 
 

The August 4th warehouse explosion in Beirut, Lebanon is what prompted the urgent collection of personal care 

kits. In the warehouse that was destroyed, Lutheran World Relief had stored more than 22,000 quilts, 100 cartons 

of school kits, 300 cartons of personal care kits and 125 cartons of baby care kits. These quilts and kits were to 

be distributed to poor Lebanese families and the large populations of Syrian and Palestinian refugees living 

through an ongoing economic crisis, as well as now the COVID-19 pandemic. Lutheran World Relief sent out an 

urgent request and you Grace and Glory responded generously and in record time. Thank you so much for 

responding to this need. 
 

Submitted by Social Justice 
 

Feeding Fluvanna - 2020 
 

Plans are moving ahead quickly! Because of the coronavirus, we will not do an event at Grace and Glory. Instead, 

we will have a month-long drive at all the churches and proactively ask for donations (food and money) at local 

retail establishments. 
 

We have identified locations during October to collect donations 

So far, we have: 
 

 Walmart Jefferson Pharmacy 

 EW Thomas Subway 

 A Farmer’s Market Ace Hardware 
 

If you know of another location we can ask, contact us.  
 

We have ordered Banners to place near the venue a few days before we will be there advising the community that 

there will be a Feeding Fluvanna collection location that weekend. We also will have upright banners that say 

“Feeding Fluvanna” at the collection points while we are there.  
 

We need your help in a number of ways: 
 

• We need folks to staff the collection point for at least 2-hour shifts. In many cases we will be allowed to 

be there the entire weekend and should probably expect to be there at least 5-6 hours. So, if you can help 

let us know which venue you prefer, or what date, or just that you are willing, and we can assign you 

where needed. 

• People are needed to install and remove banners for each location. 

• We need help transporting donations to the Food Bank or back to G&G if the Food Bank is not open. 

• We need people willing to help with publicity. You can do this from home. It may involve contacting 

radio, TV, and newspapers to get us noticed. If you can write copy or a short article that would be a great 

help. 

• If you can help in other ways or are looking for some way to help, contact us. 
 

Submitted by David Wirth 

Grace Notes Newsletter Input 
 

If you have any information that should be placed in the newsletter, please submit the material to LeRoy Moyer 

this month at Lee_Helen@embarqmail.com. The next newsletter deadline is September 24. 



September 2020 
Because of the Corona Virus the Church is closed so please call and leave a message if you need to see the Pastor or Liz who are working from home. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
                              30 

9:30am – FB Live and 

Drive-in Service           

31 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible 

Study Zoom 

 

1 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA in Pavilion 

2 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

3 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible 

Study on Zoom  

4 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

5 

 

6 

9:30am – Outdoor 

Service – Grace & Glory 

Pavilion and FB Live 

and Drive-in Service 

 

7 

Labor Day – Church 

Office Closed 

7pm – Evening Bible 

Study Zoom 

 

8 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA in Pavilion 

9 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

10 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible 

Study on Zoom  

11 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

12 

 

13 

9:30am – FB Live and 

Drive-in Service 

 

14 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible 

Study Zoom 

 

15 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA in Pavilion 

16 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am- Women’s Bible 

Study Zoom 

1pm – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

17 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible 

Study on Zoom  

18 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

19 

 

20 

9:30am – FB Live and 

Drive-in Service 

 

21 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Leadership Team 

Meeting on Zoom 

22 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA in Pavilion 

23 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

24 

Grace Notes Newsletter 

due 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible 

Study on Zoom  

25 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

26 

 

27 

9:30am – FB Live and 

Drive-in Service 

 

28 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible 

Study Zoom 

29 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA in Pavilion 

30 

Liz Layne off 

1pm – Virtual 

Fellowship on Zoom 

1 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible 

Study on Zoom  

2 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

3 

 

The most up-to-date information and details about events listed is available on our website calendar at www.graceandglory.church. If you have a need 

for the office or additional information that should be included on the calendar, please send the information to Liz Layne at admin@graceandglory.org, 

or call her at 434-589-2217. 

 

 

 

http://www.graceandglory.church/
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