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My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Happy New Year! It is that time again. It is time for a new start, a clean slate, a new beginning. Wait, didn’t I 

just say something like this after Thanksgiving, and in September? Actually, I did. There are so many traditional 

new starts for us in our practical calendars. The start of a new school year in the fall, leads to the start of the 

Liturgical new year at Advent (right after Thanksgiving in 2020), and now a new calendar year. Some of us 

even have a separate fiscal year. Happy New Year! 

With all of these new years, and new starts, and new resolutions, and clean slates I would think we would be 

really good at new year stuff. I would think that we would know how to keep new resolutions, and not make the 

same old mistakes, and stay away from the temptations we had last year. But this is not how human life works. 

There is always something that trips us up and brings us down, just like it did last year and the year before. We 

always find ourselves needing to be picked up and dusted off and encouraged to start again.  

Luther understood this part of human nature, he said that we are saint and sinner at the same time. This is SO 

true. God makes us clean in baptism, and we go right out and dirty ourselves up. God offers forgiveness through 

receiving of Holy Communion, and we have not gotten back to our seat in the car before some of us need 

forgiveness again. It seems to be a never-ending cycle.  

Here’s the thing, Jesus already won this war for us. Jesus made our adoption into God’s family and the 

forgiveness God gives to us permanent and eternal. So, while the battle wages on, in this cycle of sinner and 

saint, this battle is only temporary. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we cannot be removed from God’s 

love and family.  

So, make some resolutions, wipe the slate clean, enjoy another new start, and while you do, remember your 

baptism. Give thanks to God who loves each and every one of you so much that he gave his only Son for you.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Meredith Williams 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Congregational Meeting January 24th following the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 

Winter Celebration: any 9-12th graders interested in attending the virtual Winter Celebration, please talk to 

Pastor Meredith. The dates are January 22-24. 

mailto:pastor@graceandglory.org
mailto:admin@graceandglory.org
http://www.graceandglory.church/


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

O how I have longed to write this note as it marks the end of this Annus horribilis, our "horrible year". I am 

so anxious to turn the page on this cursed year. Perhaps you have noticed the closing salutation that I adopted 

this year of ‘Peace, Hope, and Health’. From my perspective it is what we are all in desperate need of during 

these troubled times. And yes, there is hope in the form of a vaccine which we pray will lead to an end to this 

pandemic. There is also hope that our divided Country can find peace by starting down the long road of 

reconciliation and understanding. But I believe what we are hoping and looking for has always been right in 

front of us.  

In Philippians Paul tells us: 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

And in Romans Paul reminds us of the power of the Holy Spirit: 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13) 

And we cannot lose sight of the fact that Jesus was both a teacher and a healer who beckons us to: 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28). 

We are repeatedly told that we will find peace, hope, and even healing by turning to God. How many times does 

Jesus say to the apostles ‘do not be afraid’? Did you know that the phrase “do not be afraid” appears in the NIV 

70 times? And this doesn’t include variants such as “fear not,” “do not fear,” and the like. “Do not be afraid” 

and its variants is the most frequent command in the Bible. And yes, it is a command. Another interesting thing 

is that 10 times “do not be afraid” is followed by “do not be discouraged.”  Have you stopped to consider that 

being afraid and being discouraged are related? After all, the opposite of “discouraged” is “encouraged.” And 

encouraged means to be filled with courage! Why should we be filled with courage? Because as Christians, the 

Lord is with us and if God is for us, who can be against us? 

The old adage is ‘hindsight is 2020’. Well, if we’re talking years I hope not. I don’t ever want to look back on 

this year. Peace, Hope and Health to you all. May 2021 be our annus mirabilis, or our "wonderful year". 

J. Patrick McCloud 

President, Grace & Glory 

Christmas Thank Yous 

 

Thank you! Thank you all so much for my very generous Christmas gift. My family and I appreciate your 

generosity. I cannot put to words the love I feel through this gift. God Bless you all and Thank you again. 

Pastor Meredith 
 

Thank you so much for the incredible generosity and continued kindness of the Grace & Glory Congregation. 

My Christmas gift was very much appreciated. - Liz Layne 
 

Power in the Spirit 
 

Power in the Spirit is an inspirational conference for people of all ages who wish to explore God’s call to service 

through joyous worship, Bible studie s, keynote addresses, workshops, games, and fellowship. Power in the Spirit is 

normally held at Roanoke College in the summer, but because of the Covid virus, this past year it was held virtually. 

It went so well, it was decided to have a virtual gathering January 31 to February 4, 2021. To find out more about 

this fun activity and to register go to https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/. There are also recordings of 

the July 2020 gathering for review. 
 

Grace Notes Newsletter Input 
 

If you have any information that should be placed in the newsletter, please submit the material to LeRoy Moyer at 

Lee_Helen@embarqmail.com. The next newsletter deadline is January 24. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:31
https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/


December Leadership Team Meeting 
 

The Leadership Team (LT) met remotely via Zoom on December 21, 2020. 
 

The Finance Team/Treasurer reported that income was not sufficient to cover expenses in November, which 

proved to be this year’s worst month thus far. Overall giving is still ahead of last year, but as with so many 

things in 2020, trends are not following traditional patterns. 
 

Stewardship is experiencing a downturn, with submission of giving estimates running well behind last year. At 

meeting time, only 22 people turned in giving estimates for the general fund and 17 for the building fund (last 

year at this time the numbers were 48 and 33 respectively). 
 

With a combined number of 46 participants, the first Facebook Live/parking lot virtual congregation meeting 

held on December 13th went well. By nearly unanimous vote, the congregation approved LT recommendations 

to:  (1) elect Robert Candea, Michael Montgomery and Patti Shifflette as trustees; (2) convert holding of title to 

church property from trustees to a not-for-profit corporation; and (3) make amendments to the constitution to 

incorporate revisions made to the ELCA model constitution in 2019, to allow for greater flexibility in 

structuring church ministries, and to provide multiple approaches for electing and setting terms of office for 

church leaders.  
 

Other topics that were discussed or decided include: 

• Ministry teams completed their submissions and the proposed 2021 spending plan is being drafted in 

anticipation of the upcoming annual meeting on January 24th.  

• The treasurer was authorized to forward a final 2020 synod benevolent donation of $5,145.  

• It was announced that the Williams family donated a mobile keyboard, which will greatly simplify and 

enhance music production for worship in the pavilion. 

• Consideration was given to a member’s request to conduct small-scale mid-week worship services in the 

sanctuary and reinstitute offering of home communion. The first suggestion was well received, but 

current COVID-19 uncertainties make it impractical for the immediate future. It will remain under 

consideration, perhaps becoming more safely do-able when vaccination becomes more widespread. The 

second request is being actively pursued.  

• Ideas are being explored to provide a more visual experience for those worshipping in the parking lot. It 

was agreed to re-survey the membership about concerns and preferences for worship as the "time of 

COVID" continues. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rosann Hill, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is Beth Jenkins 

preparing the fields for next 

year’s butterflies. We should 

probably name at least one 

after her.  

 



 
WOMEN AT GRACE AND GLORY (WAGG)/A Women of the ELCA Unit 

 

January 20th -- Winter Women’s Bible Study Begins 
 

Zoom Meeting I.D. is 883 1759 7997 and the Passcode is 015753 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 is our next Zoom bible study. 
 

We will be using the Gather magazine and beginning a new four (4) part bible study “Journey with Angels.”  

January’s study is entitled “Looking up – New beginnings, awe-full, awesome angels.” 
 

The Bible features numerous encounters with angels who show up on an array of missions, from wielding a 

sword (Genesis 3:24), to rescuing a child (Genesis 22:11-12), to a mass choir singing, “Glory to God in the 

highest” (Luke 2:14). 
 

As the study is presented by the Rev. Christa von Zychlin, we will watch for angels and listen for God’s call to 

action together. Please join us. 

 

Offerings to Women of the ELCA 
 

Please prayerfully consider adding $1 or $2 dollars a month to your church envelope to support Women of the 

ELCA. You can write in WAGG on the line marked OTHER on your offering envelopes. All of our $1 

dollars together will add up and make a difference I promise you. 

Part of our obligation as a unit of the Women of the ELCA here at Grace and Glory is to support the ministry of 

the Women of the ELCA by sending our quarterly offerings into the Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization.  

 

How WAGG offerings are put to work 
 

Units like ours here at Grace and Glory collect regular offerings, keep a portion usually 50%, and send 50 

percent or more to their state synodical women’s organization (SWO). The SWO keeps a portion and sends 50 

percent or more to the churchwide women’s organization in Chicago, Illinois to support the broader ministries 

nationally and worldwide of the Women of the ELCA.  
 

Units and synodical organizations use their portion of regular offerings to support a variety of ministry 

programs. Each congregational unit has different ministry priorities. For example, a unit might purchase 

quilting supplies for relief quilts or provide camp scholarships to girls in the congregation. Here at Grace and 

Glory our unit in 2020 helped with the Lutheran World Relief quilts shipping costs. 
 

Synodical women’s organizations might use regular offerings to support leadership development, organize 

events, publish newsletters, train congregational officers, and provide scholarships for women to attend 

conventions, retreats and publish the Gather magazine. For example, our Virginia Synodical Women’s 

Organization helped fund a women’s pastor retreat. So much good comes from our very small offerings. Please 

consider adding a very small offering to your envelope marked WAGG.  

 

January Birthdays 
 

 

Betty Berry ....................... 01/01 

Lynn Wirth ....................... 01/06 

Mallory Wills ................... 01/12 

Monica Daniels ................ 01/16 

 

Linda Myers ..................... 01/24 

Brayden McCormick........ 01/31 

Helen Ida Moyer .............. 01/31 

 



January 2021 
Because of the Coronavirus the Church is closed so please call and leave a message if you need to see the Pastor or Liz who are working from home. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
27 

10:30am – Worship FB 

Live and Drive-in Service 

 

28 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

29 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Fellowship 

on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA  

30 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual Fellowship on 

Zoom 

31 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

 

1 

New Year’s Day 

Church Office Closed 

6:30pm – AA 

2 

 

3 

10:30am – Worship FB 

Live and Drive-in Service 

 

4 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible Study 

Zoom 

 

5 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Fellowship 

on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA  

6 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual Fellowship on 

Zoom 

7 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible Study 

on Zoom  

8 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

6:30pm – AA  

9 

 

10 

10:30am – Worship FB 

Live and Drive-in Service 

 

11 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible Study 

Zoom 

 

12 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Fellowship 

on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA  

13 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual Fellowship on 

Zoom 

14 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible Study 

on Zoom  

15 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

6:30pm – AA  

16 

 

17 

10:30am – Worship FB 

Live and Drive-in Service 

 

18 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Leadership Team 

Meeting on Zoom 

 

19 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Fellowship 

on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA  

20 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am- Women’s Bible 

Study Zoom 

1pm – Virtual Fellowship on 

Zoom 

21 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible Study 

on Zoom 

22 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

6:30pm – AA  

23 

 

24 

Grace Notes Newsletter due 

10:30am – Worship FB 

Live and Drive-in Service 

11:30am – Congregation 

Meeting Following Service 

25 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible Study 

Zoom 

26 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Fellowship 

on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA  

27 

Church Cleaning 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual Fellowship on 

Zoom 

28 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible Study 

on Zoom  

29 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

6:30pm – AA 

30 

31 

10:30am – Worship FB 

Live and Drive-in Service 

 

1 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

7pm – Evening Bible Study 

Zoom 

2 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Fellowship 

on Zoom 

6:30pm – AA 

3 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

1pm – Virtual Fellowship on 

Zoom 

4 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

10am – Virtual Bible Study 

on Zoom 

5 

9am – 12pm –Liz Layne 

online 

6:30pm – AA 

6 

* Outdoor Service: Masks and social distancing are required. These services are plague and weather permitting. Times may change, please watch emails for updates. 

Remember: The most up-to-date information and details about events listed is available on our website calendar at www.graceandglory.church. If you have a need for the office  

or additional information that should be included on the calendar, please send the information to Liz Layne at admin@graceandglory.org, or call her at 434-589-2217. 

 

 

http://www.graceandglory.church/
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